
WINSFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

 Minutes of the Meeting of Winsford Parish Council 
Held on Monday 26th September 2016 at 7.30pm in Winsford Village Hall 

PRESENT: Councillors David Godsal, Colin Wilkins, Steve Hunt, Kevin Connell, 
Beverley Flanagan, John Bray, Mel Mileham, WSC Bruce Heywood, WSC Nicholas 
Thwaites and Clerk Sue Carless. 

Before the meeting started members took a few moments to remember a former Chairman 
of the Parish Council in the late 1980’s, Gerry Withers who had died in August. The Council 
had been represented at his funeral by the Chairman. 

16:68 Apologies for none attendance: SCC Frances Nicholson 

16:69 Declarations of Interest:  None 

16:70 Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 25th July 2016 were 
approved & signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

16:71 Actions from the Previous Minutes: 

a. Speed Limit - update 
The on-going issue of speed limit signage was discussed. The Chairman explained that 
whereas the Council had seen the map of the “Proposed” limit area, they had not seen the 
final “red” map used by the Highways Department. Nor had there been any notification 
before the work was carried out, both of which would have been helpful. The Chairman 
had emailed F Nicholson who (whilst unable to attend the meeting) would be in touch with 
Highways regarding Councils concerns about the location of signs on Edbrooke road. The 
de-restriction coming away from the village simply encouraged acceleration before 
Darby’s Knap & Edbrooke cottages where there were children. It was regretted that the 
limit did not start by the “Winsford”  sign as was the case with all other routes into the 
village 

b. Broadband - update 
S Hunt provided an update to the Parish Council on the progress towards Broadband. It was 
noted that the Airband planning application for East Nurcott currently had no objections & 
a decision was expected towards the beginning of October. Council advised that S Hunt’s 
informed opinion was to wait until 1 November 2016 to await the outcome of the 
numerous Airband planning applications. If at this date there is still more delay then it 
would be appropriate to join with the Village Hall in using the services of BT. It is hoped 
that the East Nurcott mast should provide coverage for the village as a whole, although 
this has not been confirmed by Airband. So far all Airband planning applications have been 
approved. Matters are moving in the right direction, although very slowly. 

B Flanagan reported that Airband was discussed at the recent Exmoor Forum meeting. 
There was support for Airband to obtain planning consent on all their applications. 

It was agreed to wait until 1st November 2016, but no longer. 

c. Highways - update 
B Flanagan advised Council that she had been in touch with Paul Tucker, Senior Bridge 
Engineer SCC, regarding the damage to Howtown Bridge on 24th July 2016. Whilst SCC 
noted that repair work would be needed, the Highways Department had many priorities at 
this time & repair works to Howtown Bridge were a low priority. 



Noted the email correspondence from the landlord of The Royal Oak Public House 
regarding problems with large lorries getting stuck by the pub. There had also been an 
incident involving a coach carrying passengers. The Chairman had contacted West 
Somerset Roads Department but had received no response. Therefore, he sent copies of 
the correspondence to the County Councillor. 

Noted by C Wilkins that the Bridleway signpost is still down. It was reported to the Exmoor 
National Park by the Clerk. 

16:72 Financial Report: 
A Financial report for the meeting was submitted by the Clerk Showing the Parish Council 
has £5191.10 in its accounts.  

Payments for approval M Mileham Archive expenses £74.25, Archive Village Hall Room Hire 
£34.00.  

Parish Clerk to submit invoice to Chairman prior to next meeting. 

The external auditors have confirmed approval of the Parish Councils Annual Return for 
the year 2015-16. 

Notification by email of the second part of the Parish Precept being paid was received, the 
amount being £1551.48. 

ENPA payment £121.50 for Winsford Archive Project. 

16:73 Village Green Maintenance: 
J Bray raised the issue of the sequence of maintenance work being carried out is poorly 
thought through. Drains have been cleared, and then hedges trimmed which could lead to 
blockages & flooding within the village. 

Jenny Lawson attended the meeting regarding a letter which she & husband Paul Lawson 
had written concerning drains, pipes & gullies in the village. SCC F Nicholson had been in 
correspondence with the Chairman & indicated she would follow up on the 
correspondence upon her return from Annual Leave. F Nicholson has found emails from 
2013 relating to the concerns raised by Mr & Mrs Lawson. 

Noted - that there are plants outside Winn Cottage. The owner of property to be advised it 
is not permissible to plant on the roadside. C Wilkins tasked with asking the current 
tenants to ask the owner to stop planting. 

Noted - that the gully outside the Old Rectory had not been dug as it used to be in the 
past.  At the Bridge by the Ford there is a need for a channel to be dug for overspill water 
to flow back into Winn Brook. It was noted that the Winn Brook is causing some erosion of 
the road. It is also eroding the wall by the little bridge.  It may be that West Somerset 
Flood Group may be able to assist. It was suggested that Dan Martin be asked to assess the 
problems & provide information on which engineers are SCC approved. It would be 
necessary to obtain quotes as to what works need to be carried out. The Council is aware 
that work cannot be carried out on rivers between October & April. 

Reported by M Mileham that work to enhance the Village Green is progressing well. All 
donated plants, seeds & bulbs have been planted. The turf has taken well & can be 
mowed. A further volunteer day will be held, late October/ early November. Purpose of 
the day will be to tidy up, weed & to coppice the Hazel tree that is encroaching over the 
Winn Brook. All Volunteers will be welcome, the event will be advertised on the website & 
noticeboard. 



Discussion took place regarding ownership of the Skittle Alley. Agreed that B Flanagan 
would find someone to quote for tidying up the Skittle Alley as it was felt to be an 
eyesore. 

Play equipment inspection to be completed shortly. Has to be done as the Village Green 
has public play equipment on it. B Flanagan asked if there was an alternative company to 
provide the inspection as the costs were very high.  Also noted that B Flanagan in 
discussion with those who are requesting new play equipment. Those requesting the 
equipment would need to look at fund raising as any grants would need to be fund 
matched. Also noted that any new equipment would need to be in keeping with the 
surroundings. 

16:74 Procedures  
Chairman requested that the minutes for each meeting be finished & made available 
within four weeks of said meeting. 

16:75 Parish Archive 
M Mileham advised that the sorting of the Archive is going well. The Parish has Richmond 
Harding’s family photographs & histories, all of which were kindly donated or copied. Most 
of the people in the photographs have been identified & the Parish has an important 
record of the Steer family of builders who built much of 19th & 20th Century Winsford – 
four generations. The Archive Group will be meeting again to continue filling photographs 
& information. It is hoped to hold a “Virtual Walk Around Winsford” in the Village Hall 
later this year or early next year showing Winsford then & now. The Archive Group has 
written to Exmoor National Park in support of their bid to the National Lottery for funding 
to repair & renovate the Historic Cast Iron Signposts across Exmoor. 

16:76 SCC Cast Iron Signpost Project/ Historic Signpost Project 
B Flanagan had attended the Exmoor Consultative & Parish meeting when Signposts were 
discussed. Exmoor is donating £20,000 & the County Council £10,000 to the project. It was 
proposed that Exmoor National Park ask for their £20,000 to be matched by the CC. Noted 
that a letter of support for funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund had been sent to 
Shirley Blaylock, Conservation Officer, and ENP. As there are many Historic Signposts across 
Exmoor is was felt that the Parish Council should consider carrying out appropriate 
maintenance work on those signposts deemed to be requiring attention. 

16:77 Emergency Planning/ Community Resilience Plan 
Reported by B Flanagan that an Emergency Plan has been drawn up, it now requires the 
detail adding to it. This will obviously take time but the work is in hand. Noted that B 
Flanagan had been invited to attend a Resilience Forum & Flood Warning Training which 
will help in the finalising of the plan. 

16:78 Technology Group for Winsford 
M Mileham suggested there was a need within the Parish for a Technology Group which 
could provide help & advice to Parishioners on Information Technology issues.   

16:79 Correspondence & Emails 
a. SCC Survey – Councillors had provided Clerk with their individual views which will then 

be collated & submitted. 
b. NALC Community Led Housing Survey – Some Councillors provide their views for 

collation. 
c. Exmoor Rural Housing Network – It was felt that a number of groups seemed to be 

active in this area, however the PC view was that it would be better to have just one 
group co-ordinating housing needs. There is no great demand for housing in the Parish 
as there is very little employment. 

d. Grant for Digital Projector – S Hunt advised he had submitted a request for funding, he 
will chase a response. 



16:80 Reports from Committees 
Noted that B Flanagan had kindly provided fellow Councillors with a summary of the 
Exmoor panel meeting recently attended. B Flanagan also attended the Exmoor 
Consultative & Parish Forum at Withypool. At which there was a presentation by the 
Exmoor Trust, discussion regarding Historic Signposts, (16:76 above), Airband and the 
effects on farming after Brexit. Concluded that ENP will need to be more proactive in 
lobbying for funding for farming. 

The next Exmoor Panel meetings will be held on 8th November 2016 & 17th January 2017 in 
Winsford. 

The issue of meetings held in Winsford was discussed. It was felt that it should not always 
be left to just 1 or 2 individuals to provide beverages & arrange the room layout for the 
meeting. Noted at some of the meetings held at other venues it is the person holding the 
meeting that covers these issues not the meeting room host. 

16:81 Planning Applications & Decisions 
a. Watersmeet, Exford Road    6/40/16/101  NYD 
b. Rose Cottage    6/40/16/103  Approved 
c. Grt Bradley, (Withypool) Phone Mast  6/40/16/105  Approved 
d. Karslake House    6/40/16/106 &6/40/16/107LB Both Approved 
e. Karslake House    6/40/16/108  Approved 
f. Brackenfield , Halse Lane   6/40/16/109  Approved 
g. Oldrey Farm, Oldrey Lane   6/40/16/110  Approved 
h. Rose Cottage    6/40/16/111(103 re-submission) Supported  by 

PC 
i. Little Pitcott    6/40/16/112(Variation of Condition)Supported  

by PC 
j. Land at East Nurcott Farm   6/40/16/113  Supported  by PC 

16:82 Other Business Directed to the Clerk 
WSC B Heywood advised the Parish Council of the move to disband both West Somerset & 
Taunton Deane Councils to form a new Council. The Boundary Commission has been called 
in. There are currently 28 Councillors & by 2019 there will be 14. The changes have to be 
approved by Whitehall. 

WSC B Heywood also notified the Council of a change in contractor for the provision of 
street cleaning, toilet cleaning & bin emptying services. 

A proposal was made for the Parish Council to purchase a real Christmas tree for the 
Village Green with solar lights, proposal seconded. 

16:83 Date of Next Meeting 
Next meeting to be held Monday 28th November 2016, 7.30 pm Winsford Village Hall. 

Date……………………………………………….  Signed……………………………………………….


